Indonesian President Moves to Control Military

By Keith B. Richburg
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday , January 13, 2000
Alex Beck

Period 5
1/13/00
Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid today moved to consolidate his control over the countrys military. Dismissing the armed forces chief spokesman whose public, comments had caused rumors of a separation between the president and the troops. But Wahid left in place the powerful former military commander Gen. Wiranto who is now the cabinet coordinating minister for political affairs and security. Even though he has stepped aside as armed forces commander, Wiranto is still believed to be a considerable influence through his handpicked replacement, Navy Adm. A.S. Widodo. Wahid did replace Maj. Gen. Sudrajat, the military spokesman and a Wiranto ally, who had openly contradicted the president on the need to declare martial law in Aceh. Troops there are battling a separatist insurgency. Sudrajat was quoted in the Indonesian newspaper Republika saying “Wahid, who as president is commander-in-chief of the armed forces, did not have the right to interfere in the affairs of the military."

Last month Sudrajat had hinted that the military might need to pressure Wahid into army taking action against the Acehnese separatists. "If there is no other way to preserve the constitution, our modality would not be by coup, in taking over the government," he said. "Our modality would be to go to the parliament and talk to the people. There won't be a formal coup."

